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WARNING T0 TOURISTS
DONTBUY AIGRETTES
HeyWHILE ABROAD#~

T'nited States, champlon of the
fowntrodden, Is welting a new chap-
ter on the art and aclenee of chival-
ry. This time it is the poor litlle
birda of tropics and the Himalayan
helghts which  have  received the
protection of the great White Chiel

For many years there has been
much agitation In Amerleca and Eu-
rope against women wearing al-
Ereties or paradise plumes. While the
name anigretie le used to de

Enale
many Kinds of Lird plumage, tech-
Ilh'iﬂll_\‘ the plumage of the heron s
the aigrette. The herons of Yen-
exuela and the West Indles make the
most perfect nigretien. These binds
are killed just after the
hatched, They are torn
female bird because lier plumage |
most beautiful when her little nest-
lings open their big mouths and de-
mand worms.

The plumagze of the female bivd
i#= to make herself attractive during
the mating season As the buddinz
debutante dres
ning costumes at her coming oul
party, so the heron puls on her Lest
dress when the spring time comes,
After her wedding day the plumage
continues to grow, It hecomes more
and more beautiful until the 1t-
tiz birds need their mother most
When she works for them her plum-
age beging tp fade and she =2 no
longer desirable for plumage unti}
the next vear

voung havr

from the

£¢8 in Lthe most stun-

To the men who lilve In the land
of fine birds these handsome plum-
azcx mean fortunes in the days of
nesting, They can plek up the feath-
ers which have been shed and they
are worth only $3 an ocunce. But
when Lhey can get feathers from a
living female bird just after the
young have halched, they can get
15 an ounce for theim.

The natives of Venezuela and Co-
lombla and of the Himalavan
Mountalng are for the most part
cruel men who have not been lLin-
bued with the finer motives

The United States Governtnent In
itz Investigations, learned that they
pull the plumes from the wounde:d
birds, They never care to kill them.
Often they wound a bird. strip it of
its feathers, and leave the bird Iving
on the ground, where It {2 attacked
by red ants while still allve. Wound-
ed birds are tied up In the marshes
Lo act as devoys for other birds,
They die of starvation,

Un the nest the little birds apen
*heir biz mouths and wish for foad
which does not come. The featliers
make. beautiful ornaments They
ought to. They won husbands for
the hirds and might win husbands
for the women, too.

Then the Unlted States Govern-
ment took a hand In  the affalr,
There |8 now a law against the jm.

portation In this country of all
"mlgreties, cgret plumes, osprey
plumes, feathers, quills, wings,

talls, skins or paris of sking of wild
birds, either raw or manufectursd
and not for sclentific or educationa)
purposea '

When a woman wearing a  hat
decorated with one of the plumes
enters a United Statex port the hat
I8 selzed and the plumes are cut off,
The customs house officials are ex.
berts in detecting real plumes and
‘mitations. There are some wom-
2n whe have reached Amerlea on
arme of the recent #hips wearing al-
leged algrettes, who wers admitted
without molestation. They congrat-
ulated themselves on their lucky es.
capes. But they were not nearly so
lucky as they hag supposed. The
aigrettes they wore woere imitations
and the government has no ebjec-
tions to Imitutions
SWINDLED IN EUROPE;
PASSED AT PORT.

This I= the time when It 1= Tucky
1o be swindled in Europe. Those
who were swindled, thinking they
were buying real algretles whc.n
they were buying imitations, passed
the port without the Imitation al-
Ereltes cut ofr,

Some of the States have pronlh-

It_ed the =ale of aigrettes, They are
New York. New Jersey, Pennsyl-
vania, AMassachusetts, Vermont,

Ohlo, Louisiana, Washington, Ore.
Eon and Callfornia. In other States
they can be sold without Interfer-
ence and the United States Govern-
ment cannot take a hand In pro-
hibiting the =ale on account of
Btntes’ rights. The only way the
United States can interfere with the
business is through the cusloms

UI-'PI-E!" right—Inspection
of baggase at a
foms house, where all aig-
rettes and other bird plum-

Cls-

age is seized. At left—
Plumage birds: Column ol

hirds on left, reading from
top downward, longtail tro-
aon, rifle bird, cattle egrel,
crimson-throated chatlerer.
blue chatterer. Second col-
umn, lyre, regent bower
flamingo, spoonbill, monal
pheasant.  Other pictures
show how these hirds’ feath-

ers look when worn,
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house, and there iz where the cus-

toms inspectors are dolog good
work.
Why the Unlted States should

worry about birds of foreign lands
has causeld considerable comment In
Tlurope. They are used to the
United States playing the groat hu-
manitarion giant, but they have ac-
cuzed the country of making a grand
stand play for effect. When the
Unlted States went to war for Cuba
they accused her of being a land
grabber. But the Unfted States Is
not a land grabber in the protec-
tion of forelgn birds. True, some
of Lhese birds reach the United

States during thelr migration, but

they are not many,

Jolning handas with the United
States, England has been moved to
fight for the birds and has called
other Luropean countrles to assist
In stamping out the destruction.

The Commitiee for the Economle
Preservatlon of Birds in England
begnn its labors In the beginning
ol last year by inviting the mer-
chunts of Enzland, ¥rapce, Ger-
many and Austria, the only coun-
tries In Europe with a plumage
trade, to acept the principle of
Ecanomie Protection, and to pledge
themegelves to render It effective.
After lonz negotiations, the under-
takings wcere given officially, and

o

the commitiee set to work to Inquire
into the question of birds needing
protection. Three rare Australian
Rpecies wers flirst llsted—the Regont
Hower Tiird, Rine Bird, oand Lyre
3ird., These were being smugsled
out of Australia. ‘The family of
Chatterera (Cotlngidae) came next,
and then the Quetzel, or Resplend-
ent Trogon, of Cuatemnaln. the Flam-
Ingo and Spoanbill followed; thelr
plumage, seldom round In London,
has often bean rold on the markets
of the Continent. Following these,
the Economic Committes applied to
A dislingulzhed scientizt, who has
lived and worked 1n India, to muks
& report gn the Indlan birds sent (o
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Big Uncle Sam, Champion
of the Weak, Instructs
Customs Inspectors to
Prevent Importation of
Plumage, Thus Saving

Lives of Beautiful

Birds.

European markels.
clared that the Cattle Egret, though
plentiful, and in nd danger of reduc-
tion, is so heneficin]l to agriculture
thut [t should not be used for com-
mercial purposes

This report de-

The London Import of this bird's
plumnge Is valued al upwards of
$150,000 a year, but on the commit-
teo’s recommendation. the bird has
Liten listed

The latest to recelve protection s
the Impevan, or Monal Pheasant,
another Indian bird round in danger
of serious reduction, Other species
of grest beauty nsnd commerclal
valug are belng considered by the
commitiee, and any found In danger

of extermination or serlous reduc-
thon wlll receive proteciion. The
procedure followed s simple and of-
fective., The committes notlfies 1the
Landon Chamber of Commerce. ung
the protected bird ls added o a
printed list. This list' bg placed In
the dock warehouses, and in the of-
fices of merchants and  brokers.
Translited Into French and German
it will be found In Parls, Berlin, and
Vienna, The Economle Commltiee s
plan Is effective wherever the feath-
er trade exlsts, and is calculated to
put a stop to abuses of whatever
leindd. Afr. Hpthouse, whe s In
charge of the plumage bill now be-
fare the MHouse of Cominong. wos
compelléed to adm ¢ that L) Counney
with & feather hipia has accepted
the Br.tsh Govepament's invitation
to an internationad  conference,
France has refused outrisht; Ger-
many and Ausiria have not replied,
On the let for nrohitibjon at the
next meeting of the commities are
several specles of Paradizse bird—
the Prince Rudelph and Galielml,
that are 0o rare o have a trade
use, and the Apoda and Robra Par-
adise birds, The Tragopans of the

Himalayn are also under discussion,
aud will In all probability be listed.

The City of Gayety.

Gayely lills the streets of Buenos
Ayres. I'rom 4 to 6 in Lhe afternoon
the Florida 15 an avenue of beauly
and of Jov. Everybody seems 1o have
plenty of fine clothes,
and to rejoice in imaking thia fact
known, The ladles are decked out
In the smartest millinery that Parls
can produce and the finest jewels
that money can buy, By common
consent during this hour of the day
wheelod vehicles seem tg avoid this
foshlonabls promenades 1t Is lined
with »hops that reéeall the great
streets of London and Berlin, No-
Where else in the world does one get
a stropger lnpresgion ol ©Xubers
ant wealth and optimistic extravi-
Bance,

On Nae alfternoons:dn the Avenlda
de Mave and other principal ave-
nues, as well as in Palermo Park,
there Is oo wonderful display of car-
drawn by handsome horses
and of still more mostly molor cars.
The mulor cars go at a rate of
twenty-five to forty miles an hour.
and 1 was told that they would kill
nMore persons in propertion to the
population ihen in New Yark Cliys
When & zreat singoer of nl‘u-._i visits
the city the vehicles often becoma
50 crowded together that they nre
uniable to nove for twenty minules
I'he pollce. however., resulate tha
truffle very well and every one 18
a8 good-natured as he ls zev. The
policemien are “gauchos’—half In=
dian ecowboys from the Western
cauntry,

The race course |s out nt Palermo
Park. The races are held on Bun-
day afterncon. An |mmense crowil
gathers and the zrandstand and all
the Inclosures nre tilled. The wealth
and fashien of the republic are
there, The men arve dressed ke
the gentlomen of London and Naw
York, and the women are gowned
from Parle. Nature haz siven the
woman of this ¢ty fine featurea and
Leautiful eyes, bLut custom  hers
seems Lo preseribo that Nature shall
not b left to herself. Betting on
the horses Js the great excltement
gmd I om tald that on gomo occn-
slond  a  miillon dollars changes
hands,
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